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Synopsis

Halperin’s subject is the erotics of male culture in ancient Greece. Arguing that the modern concept
of "homosexuality" is an inadequate tool for the interpretation of these features of sexual life in
antiquity, Halperin offers an alternative account that accords greater prominence to the indigenous
terms in which sexual experiences were constituted in the ancient Mediterranean world. Wittily and
provocatively written, Halperin’s meticulously drawn windows onto ancient sexuality give us a new

meaning to the concept of "Greek love."
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Customer Reviews

This was given to me by a friend. | have found it to be indespensible in my readings as a great place
to start looking for information on Greek Homosexuality. The bibliography is top-notch. Highly
recommended for any historian or philosopher of the Greek era, and any gay person interested in

the history of homosexuality.

This book is a canonical gay studies text. Halperin is a respected academic in both the classics and
gay studies. The term "homosexuality" was invented a little over a century ago. Thus, anything
before that time has to be analyzed in perspective. Halperin looks at the classic writings of ancient
Greek "homosexuals" and puts them into deep analysis. Halperin avoids a lot of the "essentialist”
mistakes that John Boswell fell into with his Social Tolerance book. Dover’s book has more cool

photos in it, but Halperin’s book is very worthwhile. It's a must-have for classics and gay readers.



Halperin’s work is essentially ideological, as | suspect he would admit. He believes first and then
argues. His reading of the primary sources reflects his biases, and his arguments based on Greek
vocabulary are weak and based on a lot of semantic trickery. If you are interested in sexuality in the
ancient world, you have to read Halperin, but only those that start from his own ideological

assumptions will be convinced he has said anything important.
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